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Dear State of Connecticut Appropriations Committee, 

 

I was born and raised in Connecticut. My three siblings and I attended Avon Public Schools from Kindergarten 
through Grade 12. After completing 17 years of higher education and medical training, I chose Avon, CT the place 
to raise my family and UConn Health as the place to launch my career as a neurosurgeon. In the years leading up to 
his point, I honestly did not have designs on returning to Connecticut or working at UConn Health. Like many 
Connecticut citizens, I had driven past the concrete building visible from I-84 countless times. I had no idea the 
changes that were going on in and round the concrete behemoth. Once it came time to visit the campus for an 
interview, the new hospital tower, the new outpatient pavilion, and the presence of Jackson Laboratories on 
campus painted a new vision of growth and opportunity. The investment in and development of UConn Health 
through Bioscience Connecticut has led to growth in the neurosciences and neurosurgery drawing me back to the 
state to live and work. 

One might say that I could live and in Connecticut and work at one of the other healthcare organizations. But 
UConn Health is unique. There are so many great things happening at UConn Health as the institution represents 
so much of what is right in health care today. I say this not only as a physician but also as someone who worked a 
hospital consultant for 5 years with over 50 organizations prior to going back to medical school. UConn Health 
places the patient first, not the patient’s insurance type first. We are the institution that serves everyone. We never 
turn anyone away, even for subspecialty care, due to insurance type. Many of the patients I see have 
Husky/Medicaid and struggle to find a neurosurgeon or spine surgeon that will accept their insurance. UConn 
Health takes pride in stepping up to provide excellence in health care to these patients. However, we do so much 
more than providing excellent clinical care to the most vulnerable Connecticut citizens and patients. Divisions like 
neurosurgery are doing complex brain and spine surgeries not considered possible at UConn in recent years past. 
Young, bright, and hungry surgeons and physicians are joining UConn Health to be able to deliver excellence in 
primary and specialty care to all citizens of CT, not just those with Medicaid. Additionally, as the largest medical 
school in the state, we are training the bright young minds that will be the future doctors that take care of you and 
your family. Clinician-scientists and researchers are developing treatments and cures that will be there in your time 
of need. Furthermore, the economic engine around the clinical and research enterprise creates jobs.  

Unfortunately, the greatness of UConn Health is often overshadowed by the biennial request for state funding that 
mischaracterizes UConn Health as a burden on state finances. This harms UConn Health’s reputation among 
citizens, politicians and at times our patients. I have been at UConn Health for nearly a year and half, and several 
patients have commented on how surprised they are at the quality of care they receive here. That high quality 
should be their expectation. In most states, the state medical school and academic medical center is seen as a 
pinnacle of excellence. For far too long, this not the narrative that citizens of CT hear about UConn Health.  

Again, one could say that I could choose to work elsewhere and still live and thrive in CT. Friends and family have 
asked why I chose UConn as if it was just a steppingstone until another opportunity arises. That is not the case.  
Ultimately, I chose UConn Health for its excellence now and the immense opportunity in the future. I chose 



UConn Health because I know I will never have to tell a patient I cannot see you because I do not take your 
insurance. I chose UConn Health because of education and training I received at state public academic medical 
centers (in red and blue states) that are recognized as beacons of hope and excellence nationally and 
internationally. I chose UConn Health because I know it is only a matter of time before it is recognized similarly so 
long as the unfunded legacy cost that function on handcuffs on the growth and reputation of the institution are 
addressed. Every day I choose to invest in UConn Health. Today, I ask the Appropriations to invest as well in the 
health of CT citizens, the future doctors that will service CT patients, the researchers that findings treatments to 
diseases, and the long-term future of UConn Health.  

The choice is now yours. I ask you to:  

• Maintain the current block grant 

• Permanently remove the state’s ever-rising unfunded legacy costs from the UConn Health 
operating budget 

• Fund the employee salary increases the state negotiated under the SEBAC agreement 

• Keep UConn Health’s budget sustained and separate from the Storrs and the regional campus budgets 

With the investment above, UConn will excel as a leading national academic medical center where all citizens of 
CT can come and be assured they are receiving the best care Connecticut has to offer.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Ian Thomas McNeill, MD, MS 
Assistant Professor, Neurosurgery 
Co-Director, Scoliosis and Spinal Deformity Surgery 
Department of Surgery 
University of Connecticut/UConn Health 
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